
THE CORONAVIRUS YEAR 2020 
 

2020 a year like no other!  Lockdown brought an end to lots of activities for 
everyone, including our lovely evening bridge clubs. Our hon. sec. Rosemary 
and I wanted to keep our clubs alive and decided to investigate the idea of 
running a virtual club. Backed by our club committee, we decided to go virtual 
using Bridge Base Online as our platform. Thanks to the great support of the 
Northern Ireland Bridge Union and the Contract Bridge Association of Ireland we 
set out on our journey. The CBAI negotiated our licence with Bridge Base Online 
to run online tournaments and, after a few jangled nerves and a steep learning 
curve, we launched successfully.   Club members rowed in behind us and there 
are now three virtual clubs successfully running each week.  We also have a 
great team of directors who volunteer each week, putting their own bridge on 
hold for that evening, and I would like to thank them for their great and unselfish 
support.  It may be some time yet before we return to the real bridge table, but in 
the meantime we can continue to enjoy our bridge virtually and until we meet at 
the club again, stay safe.  

 
Maria Doyle 

 
OUR FIRST TOURNAMENT ON BBO BBO 

 

 


